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On Secorcl Thought: “CLEAK 85 MUD’ Text len3?

Mon. Sep.01- Once we get saved, we want to d?)/the will of God. If we
are serious about God, we want to do His will. We want to do the right
things. It comes down to, “What does God want me to do?” How do |
know what God’s will is? That is the question that a lot of Christians have.
What happened to Joseph and how did he end up there? He did the will
of God. We can argue theology with other situations, but here he saw it,
knew it, and did it and he ended up in prison for doing the will of God.
Most people demand an immediate payoff. We think that if we hear and
do the will of God that there will be an immediate payoff. We think that
everything goes well and that everything works out smoothly; that things
always are getting better. We have the idea that when God calls us to do
something it always comes with the promise of victory, of success, of our
own personal fulfillment. We think that it is only God’s will when it works
out right. Somebody should have told Joseph that. There is not always an
immediate payoff when you do the will of God. The truth is: this idea is not
in the Bible. Have you ever felt like “God owed you” for doing His will?
Eph.6:5-8.

Tue. Sep.02- If you are not careful, when everything falls apart, you might
think this is proof that you and God are on the outs. It may devastate your
faith. | have seen too many people give up on following God because
they thought this would happen. “The first time | tried to give, obey, etc...
the whole world collapsed on our head.” We don’t always know where the
next step is leading us. We don’t know how the next step will turn out. We
don't even know what the next step is supposed to be all the time. Some-
times, the future is just as clear as mud. Joseph had the dreams of ruling
over his entire family one day, but he never dreamed this. | Cor. 13:12 -
“Now, we see through a glass, darkly.” Faith is following God even though
it is not at all clear where it is leading us. It is following Him because we
know that it is right. It is following Him because we have made a commit-
ment to Him. You cannot put limits on how far you will follow God. | will
love you as long as you say, ‘I love you, too. | will follow you as long as
all of this makes sense to me. | will follow you as long as this is comfort-
able for me. | will follow you as long as there is a blessing in it for me.” In
what ways have you limited your walk with God because things didn’t go
like you thought they should? Rom.12:2.

Wed. Sep.03- We have been taught that if we are in that sweet spot with
God, everything is so clear. ‘I know that | am in the will of God, because |
see exactly what | am supposed to do; nothing catches me by surprise.’
This is simply just not true! A lot of us think we are inferior Christians
because we don’t have this “clarity”. We think that all the great Christians
have this “clarity”. It doesn’t happen that way. Have you ever noticed that
all psychics work out of run down trailers from the 60’s? Wouldn't you
think they would be doing better if they could really see the future and if
they actually won the lottery every now and again? It is easy for us to
stand on the outside and see that and laugh, but we miss it when we read
the Bible. The people of the Bible didn't always see things clearly. The
Bible says that Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees and didn’t know where he
was going. Peter had a vision on the rooftop three times and still didn’t
understand it. He got released from prison and thought it was all a dream.
Paul wandered around Asia Minor for six months trying to find the will of
God. He said he didn’t know if he was supposed to live or die. Moses
stood before the people and told them to stand still and see the salvation
of God. God told him to move forward in the next verse. The children of
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Israel wandered in the desert for 40 years. Jesus said, “When the Son of
Man returns, will He find faith in the Earth?” there are moments of clarity,
but not every day. Where has your faith carried you when you trusted
God, not knowing every detail? 2Cor.5:7.

Thu. Sep-04- There are moments of clarity. There are times when God
makes Himself so obvious that it is burned into your spirit. It is something
that you never forget. But those moments are rare. Paul had a few,
spread out over a 60 year life. Peter had a few, spread out over a 60 year
life. Elijah had 7, spread out over a lifetime. Elisha had 13 while he was
alive. They are much more spread out than we think when we read the
Book. Because we can read it in a couple of hours, we think it happened
all the time. They usually come when the trouble is about to be ramped
up. Have you ever had someone give you directions to their house on a
long road? They give you some kind of marker to look for because you
are going to think you passed it. You are going to think that you are on
the wrong road. Here is proof that you haven't lost your way. That is what
God does with the moments of clarity. He gives us something strong to
hold us steady in times of storm. If you get great clarity, dig in. It might be
a bumpy ride. Have you noticed this to be true in your life, that when God
impresses you with something it usually is not very long before that area
is tested? What was it? 1Thess.5:18.

Fri. Sep.05- Nowhere in the Bible does it teach us to sit still until we know
exactly what is going to happen. Having a clear next step is the exception
rather than the rule. It's not that we shouldn’t seek God, we should. Pray,
read, meditate, wait, but don’t get paralyzed. You can't steer a car that is
not moving. We think of life as a “connect the dots” We want God to tell
us every step to take. “Where do | need to be next? What job do | need to
take next? Who am | supposed to marry?” But we are giving up the re-
sponsibility for our life. We may not know the ‘who, what, when, where,
and how’, but we must know the why. We must know the mission. The
key is not the ability to read God's mind but to know God’s heart. You
may not know where you are going, but you have got to know why you
are going. What area(s) is there in your life where you need to take more
responsibility? Heb.10:35,36.

Sat. Sep.06- Where most people make their mistake is when they give up
on God in the middle of the race. God was with Joseph in the prison.
What if he had said, “This is leading me in the wrong direction™? What if
he had given up on God because there wasn't an immediate response to
his obedience? What if he had given up on God because the next step
wasn't clear? How are you going to go from convicted felon to ruler?
What is my next step of faith? But when things were as clear as mud, he
kept following God. When he didn't get the response he wanted, that he
expected, he kept following. He may not have had all the what, where,
when, and how, but he had the why. He told his brothers that what they
intended for his evil, God had turned around to be for all of their good.
God is not limited by evil. He is not put off by your failures. God is working
something beautiful in your life. God is making a masterpiece out of your
life. You may not see the whole picture while He is painting it. It may look
like He has messed it up. Let Him finish. Stay with the process. Have you
been tempted to give up lately? Do you feel like you can now hang on?
Gen. 50:20.
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Ministnics Iu Motion

Community Outreach
“What Jesus Would Do!”
September 6 From 12pm-4pm
The Boys & Girls Club of Jackson County
412 Gordon Street Jefferson, Ga.

FREE!!!mun

Volunteers Needed!
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REAL MEN
TUESDAY, Sept. 2nd at 11:45am lunch at Mama's Buffet
Guys, come on out & let's have a time of food & Fellowship!
Sign up at information desk.
Real men. Real faith. Real free.
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Hid Invqsion Recqp
“Prayer”
Luke 119-10; 19anuel 113-15, Matthew 633
«  The wonderful thing about taing to God Is that Ke is
betber that any other friend we can tak to.
*  He has the pover to Qive s everuthing ve need.
Ke loves t0 qnsver our prayers by Qving us what we
qsk for.
*  (0d knows exqcply whabt vwe qre thinking all the tive
*  When ve prqy, ve should qsk for things that help us to
be tore ke ffod wanbs us to be

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE

“DONT SHUFFLE ALONG, EYES TO THE GROUND, ABSORBED WITH THE

THINGS RIGHT IN FRONT OF You. lgok UP, AND BE ALERT TO WHAT IS

GOING ON AROUND (2 HRIST--THAT'S WHERE THE ACTION Is. SEE THINGS
FrRoM }is perspecTive” (2 oLossians 32 (TEE)

JOIN THE
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Prayer Focus for 2008

-100 Salvations in our Children
& Youth ministries.

REVOIUTION

-1,000 Salvations world-wide.




