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Mon. June30- Zerubbabel was a captive of the Persian 
Empire, 600 miles away from his home in Israel. It had been 
more than 50 years since the first of his people were taken to 
Babylon. He had grown up there, worked his way up to an 
official position with the government. He was a friend of the 
Emperor himself. Yet, he had never lost his desire to see his 
home restored. Reports came back of the condition of the 
Temple, how Nebuchednezzer had destroyed it. Even in the 
midst of his blessings, his comfort, he never forgot the house 
of God. When he got a chance, he asked the Emperor to al-
low him to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. So many of us 
allow the blessings of God to pull us away from God. How are 
you doing? Are you as close to Him as you used to be? Deut. 
8:10-18 
 
Tue. July01-  Zerubabbel had been sent by King Darius 
back to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple. He had gathered 
42,000 Jews and a huge offering to defray the costs of con-
struction. They traveled over 600 miles to return to their 
homeland. Can you imagine the excitement and celebration in 
that trip? But when they got there, the destruction caught 
them by surprise. It was much worse than they ever imag-
ined. The heart of the people went out of them and they de-
spaired of ever finishing the work. Have you ever gotten your 
hopes up about what God has promised you, only to feel like 
the rug has been pulled out from under your feet? The most 
valuable thing you own is hope. How do you handle it when 
your hope is attacked? Do you give up or do you dig into 
God? Prov. 13:12 
 
Wed. July02-  It was about this time that the people sur-
rounding Jerusalem began to try to stop the work. They rec-
ognized that a rebuilt Temple would rally the Jews and re-
store their power in the land. Since they wanted it for them-
selves, they began a campaign of threats and lawsuits to 
discourage Zerubbabel and the people who had returned 
from Babylon. They said they shouldn’t rebuild it. They threat-
ened to attack if the work started. The judges ruled against 
Zerubbabel and threatened military action. Everywhere he 
turned, there were voices of discouragement, criticism, and 
fear. We all face different voices in our lives. They often 
speak the same things: discouragement, criticism, and fear. 
We start our journey of faith with great expectations, but 
those voices can take the heart out of us? Can you identify 
which voices in your life are attacking your faith and hope? 
Numbers 13:31-14:1 
 
 

 
Thu. July03-  All the great hopes that Zerubbabel and the 
42,000 left Babylon with had been knocked from beneath 
them. The same government that sent them to do the job was 
now threatening to send the army to stop it. They had left the 
life they built in Persia to follow God and rebuild the Temple. 
Now, that seemed a pipe dream. It was a tragedy. Every trag-
edy gives us the opportunity to decide who we will trust, our-
selves or God. God is not behind tragedy, but He can redeem 
it. As long as life is going well, we think that we are behind it. 
We think our wisdom, strength, talent, or goodness got us 
here. We start thinking that we don’t need God. The best 
thing about hard times is the discovery that we have a God 
who is bigger than our trouble. Who are you depending on, 
your own abilities, or God’s grace? Psalm 20:1-9 
 
Fri. July04-  The prophet called a meeting with the de-
flated Zerubbabel. When he appeared, two strong, young 
men came with him carrying the headstone of the Temple. It 
was the last stone that was to be put in place when the Tem-
ple was completed. The prophet brought a word from God: 
talk back to your mountain of problems and talk to the last 
stone you are going to put in place. In other words: start talk-
ing to rocks. It seems weird, but our mountains have voices. 
God’s solution is not to listen to the mountain’s threats, but to 
talk back to it instead. When you are talking, you are not lis-
tening. So, if you don’t want to listen to the threats that take 
your courage, tell the mountain about its future as a grassy 
plain when God gets through leveling it! Tell the headstone 
about its future on top of a completed Temple. Stop listening 
to discouragement and start saying the words that God has 
given you! Mark 11:22-24 
 
Sat. July05-  The prophet told Zerubbabel to shout 
“Grace, grace” to his mountains. Now, Christianity is not a 
religion of magic phrases. We don’t learn certain passwords 
and repeat them like a monkey to make miracles happen. So, 
what was the prophet saying? Grace is the power that God 
has used to bless us. He was saying this to Zerubbabel: It 
was grace that got you here. God turned the heart of the Em-
peror. God gathered the 42,000 to uproot their lives to help 
you. God put it on the people’s heart to give that great offer-
ing. God’s grace got you here. If grace got you here, grace is 
enough to help you get home. Remind the mountain of the 
past. Rehearse the victories of God. Then speak to the future. 
There is even more grace there, grace to get us to the finish 
line. God started this, and He won’t run out of power to get 
you to the promise. What victories can you rehearse? I Sam. 
17:33-36 
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CHURCH PICNICCHURCH PICNICCHURCH PICNICCHURCH PICNIC    
Sunday, July 13th at 1pm 

Hurricane Shoals Park 
Details in the foyer 

Everyone is invited for an afternoon 
of fun & fellowship 
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